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From Pastor Biel 
 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, February 26, 2023, 

First Sunday in Lent. 

 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7     Psalm 32     Romans 5:12-19     Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 

This first week of Lent, I am reminded of growing up and hearing kids ask, “What are you giving up 

for Lent?”  This is how I knew which kids were Catholic. None of my Protestant and Bible Church 

friends “gave up” anything for Lent. Instead, my United Methodist Church increased activity: Bible 

Study, meeting Missionaries, visiting homebound members with Spring wreaths and, in good 

Methodist fashion, we held Lenten gatherings around food. 

Twitter recently polled its users about what they’re giving up for Lent. Alcohol was the number one 

answer. The next thing users tweeted that they’d like to give up is Twitter itself. Users indicated that 

social media was the third most likely thing they’d give up; followed by giving up Lent for Lent. I 

suppose if someone asked me today, I’d say that I’m giving up NFL Football for Lent. 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Ehcegr4ydvVMVwMAKUoaX1kp0a-u9F151f7ZJ4jPYpwT-oSzINT6htl3_trs9SjJWe167FJemGbeOEw6qcCoQP1OzMhn833ypw==&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
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For Methodists who observe the season of Lent, it's more common to hear about us taking 

something on during these 40 (plus) days rather than giving something up. Lent comes at a time of 

lengthening days (Lent literally translates: to lengthen). It is a season for growing in our faith 

walk. Methodists are known to take on practices of intentional prayer, justice seeking, increased 

generosity and deepened understanding of the Bible during Lent. 

Even adding just five minutes at the beginning or end of the day for cultivating a sense of peace 

before the Lord can be life-altering. Such a practice helps us hear from the divine that we are, 

indeed, beloved as well as notice the blessings in our lives. This, in turn, helps us point out the 

blessings that we see in others and share that they are beloved. 

Often times, the church I grew up in helped us raise our voices for Justice by providing post cards to 

sign that were already addressed to US Representatives. These cards invited them to enact 

legislation to assist children, women and families and at-risk people in our community. I recall being 

deeply moved when we had postcards addressed to political prisoners in Nicaragua letting them 

know that our church was part of a movement seeking peace with Justice and their release. 

My favorite tool for generosity was the Checklists sent home by the United Methodist Women that 

raised our awareness of how few resources people around the globe live with. These lists 

encouraged us to give a dollar amount for every one of our luxury items like TVs, every medicine, 

every time we ate our food or enjoyed the warmth of shelter, blankets, coats and a furnace.  By 

Easter, we had a mission offering of money as well as a sensitized understanding of the needs of 

our neighbors. 

In whatever way you honor this Holy Season, I pray that you find spaces to rest your body, ways to 

be generous, times for peace and stillness in your spirit, and a growing trust in the good things God 

is revealing about you, Beloved. 

 

Rely on God, 

 

Pastor Biel 

 
 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

Join us for Bible Study from 9 am to 9:45 am - Sunday morning via Zoom. If you would like to be on 

the Zoom list for the Bible Study Class, please email the church office by clicking on this 

link: centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
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Worship Service 
 

 

 

Join us this Sunday at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary for our in-person service. 
 
Masks and social distancing will be optional. 
 
The worship service is available on Zoom at 10:30 am. Please email or click this link: 
centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org 
 
to request the Zoom Link information.  

 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

 

 

The altar flowers this Sunday are given by Malou DeOcampo in celebration of her 
wedding anniversary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Nursery 
 

 

 

The Nursery is open and located on the south side of Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 

Fellowship 
 

 

 

Fellowship on Sunday will be hosted by Malou DeOcampo. 

 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board just outside the kitchen 

in Fellowship Hall. 
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Lenten Series 
 

 

 

Starting on Wednesday, March 1st, at 7 pm, we will be holding a Lenten 
series on the book "Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular 
World" written by Henri Nouwen, and will be led by Mar Hadieres via 
Zoom. The book was originally written to describe the spiritual life for a 
secular Jewish friend of the author. This experience is for all those who 
want to have a spiritual life in a secular world. Copies of the book are 
available in the Narthex or can be downloaded on your Kindle. 

Click on Lenten Link to join the discussion. 

Dial in: 1-312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 851 8022 0876 

Passcode: 128086  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devotional for Lent 
 

 

 

From the grey of Ash Wednesday to the brilliant dawn of Easter Sunday, the season of Lent is a 

journey through color. And so, what better guides to this journey than the words of Scripture and the 

art of Henri Matisse, one of the most daring, influential artists in modern history? 

In this devotional full of Scripture, art and weekly practices, we walk alongside Matisse from his 

childhood in northern France to what he called his “masterpiece,” the Chapel of the Rosary in 

Vence. 

He once said he liked to pray with a pencil: “At the moment I go every morning to say my prayers, 

pencil in hand; I stand in front of a pomegranate tree covered in blossom, each flower at a different 

stage, and I watch their transformation… filled with admiration for the work of God. Is this not a way 

of praying?” 

So, grab a pencil (or a paintbrush!), your favorite Bible and a decent internet connection (all the 

paintings referenced here can be found online). Week by week, we’ll travel through the colors of 

Lent – all the way to the beautiful, joyful dawn of Easter morning. 

The scriptural passages in this devotional correspond to Year A in the Revised Common Lectionary 

– but since their themes are universal, this devotional can be used fruitfully during any Lenten 

season.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHNg4U1NEveOqGIz1spJiy-DHwHElvCXgiVd5xHgwcwxXaBIephtcEQyTHT4Lz4ddhjueIZdsk85Q3_1p16GWuFljMNMliT389meHmZcCyrl94gM3bzn-eI5KJ8gZF99tZj7sF5CH0t9Lkql-_TQ1OHHme5GA1GFBMs&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHNg4U1NEveOqGIz1spJiy-DHwHElvCXgiVd5xHgwcwxXaBIephtcEQyTHT4Lz4ddhjueIZdsk85Q3_1p16GWuFljMNMliT389meHmZcCyrl94gM3bzn-eI5KJ8gZF99tZj7sF5CH0t9Lkql-_TQ1OHHme5GA1GFBMs&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
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Files: This listing is for a downloadable PDF, printing instructions, an e-reader version, and a 

companion “Link Sheet” with hyperlinks to all the art mentioned in the devotional.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Link A 

Link B 

Link C 

Link D 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bishop Dan Schwerin 
 

 

 

Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 pm, a formal installation service will be held for Bishop Dan 

Schwerin. The service will be held at First UMC in Elgin at 216 E. Highland Ave. 

Members of the Northern Illinois Conference will be joined by ecumenical and connectional guests. 

There will be hospitality to follow service. 

 

 

Spring Lay Academies 
 

 

 

Lay Servant Ministries is holding many different Lay Academies across the conference this spring. 

Click on the link below or visit www.umcnic.org/calendar for more information and registration. 

Look for more Lay Academies coming this, summer. 

Lake North - 2 courses offered: Saturdays, starting March 18, or Thursdays, starting March 2. 

 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
 

 

 

Today, February 24, 2023, marks one year since Russian forces 
invaded Ukraine, continuing a war started in 2014 when Russia 
annexed Crimea and other Ukrainian territories. United Methodists 
have joined with other people of faith and people of good will across 
the world to provide relief for the people of Ukraine and support for 
those who care for refugees. 

Together, we unite in prayer to seek God’s strength and guidance 

and acknowledge God’s love and power to give relief to the 

oppressed and turn the hearts and minds of oppressors. Please join 

Roland Fernandes, Global Ministries’ general secretary, today, Friday, 

February 24, from 11 am to 11:15 am via Facebook Live in a prayer for comfort and peace for the 

people of Ukraine.  More information available here. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHN-7kHHxflSp22egASLRsQPzHiE0JYr3aFESSYQn2TZ33d5ol9DbYF1X4dTJsA5s1yCowqGt-Cz01dks0ehAFHgv-BaWmPUE2ChvYJH8Q9M_cdAvR8LscHo9PojiYaGtY-MAHEV05D8xVm22UuHTuKPwoYrFrcWW7W8EYGInViKIQ=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHNGWmEYTo6-DuHhWWJoCSpukQxDTortO5N-gjzfezVMf1GoNov2AmDey1hb4v1wTxL0adnQqFKBe6-zHMNH-W3fF-KARvcujl8oTLCzYJO0enhTXwVqLt681kpMkFstiyFoy3m6TUNfJ-wGeHswl-FXSl-Xb3rS3MzKdxaoq3QmHY=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHNAkeJF6Cid8sowGExBb-ob63fRu5vCFtlqGnMR6gZbVX8dZklFYEw42D5t31DrRYO1KMw2taznet0bDzIKOVM_pd6kjK_lFaF82peUkwYJ3VBcbBGV0Rc4txO9-vjojVRBkWjwELuUfocE3A0hFuTYt2gXJD61u4VpvB2IeYAH4k=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Eit9bETatXHN3U4fAhcpzfDaZ8n25z2DimsjDwxIBO8HsY13BIbnLOoM7rvlaXhzFGDxW3nLiLAtlD_M1xF8AScPJbqN904yGfygANhiL-afIHfvMZE2VQpacN1w_8ongsFP6yFRtw_wvE1aHoh0W_cBOsvR523bKVNA6FkA59Cz56vNiBP4548=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Egk1amvlP4eipxsnMsjGdggLKxK4za9sFHMgaEIXhGoya2IEgQN1oqYNXySR1FJyL-SqFD5SsPYTMzDUC6jbPMzeOlp6Cst3TJIB9SSF0XQWQO2A0uvhtTCWkW9E-5Dookow48gLFN6dSFMju3pItkPEXwKryNq-uV9_9Ben0Ak2TXJ2dlXoYKtvHUdnRfJ6ZtgfzWZtfv5pv-UzfRdvqHP6MSUgBF8zZeP9kz4Ea7WXiu0IDSPmDiF6pHzQ9_rd0J8U-9Gd7eIQGTP1zkbRXzXNauLyyzhXQWmisUPcLz_TvhMnqOa3N30tOuWAHxYTluF93o-7owgsvFlwwUXTf2AaC8Hwsx6IqEX3ZJ0MfhmelC8VrTUeoQEfabmOTvekOc7Muh_tIsKIZShlholdQG1KIsMS_5v_LgC63ld80BlI5IvvQBNSBg_OtQp5RVjkVZOb-YR4J5HHukQM5RIM_A_h8xlIMyATYWY6iWvx3GViM92kvypeQM9yu2K68ZfZ8WYO7X6HeFE424OFJ7luUyC4JUTdD8ZaIhxxkyaMMlcmS3S5gdvS97keXuc8XFf6G8yXxm-DR-Uctkz2aUm562f-VDe0R_DZAR4jHMiseGkNDUaYxi2ruC3yme1IphCdn1IjzPEIFQwcJPiRLwM-3KT2tkVlfqYcs_fKyKXQzcqSP0LEeWPb1k9AossjzPH8rd2W4gqxXqMGUnfGEMqEkPLrfYJAZzk2uCsXEZhEILNtMYiwoUf0KaS8U7m5owmjWc2C-cdYzZzj1lRQ_qN-F85Et9SkUjLkfOFPTFhXPf-97FencBPAxBmLhtmAoLpeXdD_4iiv3ex7Nrugg332zfsdEmHn9x9Y6Nz7SX7NeT2q2BSTne8_XqjdWw-vAWJInnwnN0sfq-PajHS-B5188x4e_39h8ewQB57_5qbL0MfiaT1Ppeoq3N95Mn1bZPNYLZDLSVfsM6tK_wvPRZPhPuHfoddYaUZU7aVbxQQHIKoEN-ulaQ-ByOjBOtRe8IK8Cg7MjG9oY75RHFNbXGorYliYp7-mJbAn6G-wtQxEYAWF&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Egk1amvlP4ei7VivnearWrYdpnpHF2rwPiWTIJQ65Wq3PpJ0DZTrSa-0-sGm0OMQk_mpinsFlQTAjzL2WSoyArvQGIZP0rxLsW_fyF7LxV3yvZFqBMcgqfCWBXGxrSPuUUCajpPi_Z6d1z3aKmbsz6iUzqYETQUk8Mgi72D3bMYAtd40WbFaWn4gEudXcYb4HM4iyZMsdV8SJ1asx7HOuufXeQme20McgUHZ1MB1Zwfhcs9kXHnfc84Nb79swyB59YqvenMyBpfnvzq7OAu7NhYmzJ8HEzwp6WzKxZFfCB-F2U_MoCwVQ_e7Gw_0z8qUbk0Z5fQ_me8XT2GFFlnvH8vkCdQSCX7l2fYlibB-twKgdhRVkRNGRMfIKcyT-TVW2rtPq9ZU6TYG9Ci6kwzPjC6RZjLxLQWZDBwvji04CMz5RSt_LhgSGa-ylW_Hm0ntbz-Xn6O9FrDk2nc2hEhWVKptbc-vPr8xHVg3QVy8sgk3ypcu6rlg4z7d_9yv68LCe59av15FaH-c6o_C3cXLoUr96lIpX4eHAGsoQxfk30bsCJ4nYvbBFUyd9TalcSGB6hAY3l3BjOATYbZ6eDvW8_SBpIR5cycxmnInUrBNmUoP0s1N0vvxyPQAnfyKYYTdL_0DjDKAa1TWHpFDAWuv24Cksk_xnOQIWpXb6IoBCVeAk3g7kv9FLuHsO2bJv36S3oAgU8Xp62MiBqW_DqtrDag3XCcX-VYAYXOxZUaap3pMZhJj5MYvBcMy5rQVCh6MuJTfJ265GAJUp9ARcsb980d0FD5rqlYgzWiSnT5qtgvVN9mMmcHbeOocleYj0VEKud-3p5bWUG3ZpN9uqAZVwI6hvqCf8LHUWTz5Rg1IVCqL9QpE48X-0Lu82IT3i9XwsSpL6gqf2Dp4AXag6WeT--Q2KOX_x3fIj0G8ZQTd27U0V3u-ZfDY7gtJoJunKje27dhAPyMrjCkjakpsbB5YyB57oRdM44UhbMZFV3XnUFph79Pscflr1mh9kY8nTKvUo0djeR-km1MxCENKwdK00cbTRuipdkaGz1OqsCewEpVutR6qJHPxnGhWfOLCsVluafyZP2YyxosEfPYUpUhyLmThY7LSCiWqLw2ojjmTUF2G&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Egk1amvlP4ei-IcUU-WysqQyVezdAlhZqRaDk9yxmENBqd6Xf06r4W_PNamLJNVkZMZT2jGj1Xmzdo-Se5uSl-FLkPUifKitDxCTEOYJ73Dol06Qy9Ftz0jJc7qLzMKJ_zFaWrkonb0MQTR5_Vwos_OW2PldQdbvOOtwMVXx7ZWlPS15JuSYqqCVUmFE3BrGR-wPic96qKUGOcgAdM34AiD3jqpYJjd0jx8aGVHdFWN3Y4ZOBnUK4-z4EEoYffVVWVSm0NZtTHw7_-HIzP9rlsR1UkTfb-Da3V7ijTEqnawIz4RcjB1RBQDHmRrL_q6iLQ3AfofSvRlof_g9N9qMx8pO0WnwXyArPAZUWngjp026wmIReY1oq587nlVNGAd6NRopG-GkzAZNAma6pLQjRe4j4GofXLZFA34MbhOoXRTiCDEBKspDHQt_EEp2rU3eJZX8LMabFakBegKb0Mg9tjxM-dc-aKbO5B-zqFpHu1AS8VghdkW5azSWKP5YOlw_9WAmkOQBJgf99rIETPJxSA3f30Hfo9AgwsSPC0dCF1PgUm1fdPHcx4phhI_p1uTvn3vfzb_eeYO0P4EPw7_MiNtx6qFKVghs6YU50WLVmY2OyT2OM6lAt5f_IWiLLUhbnPpbhpokPhLLxUZBaWJky6u-oQ38WuT6EmLP9PW_lx7EWBiv3Fwu-HfE9UxIn20xWUJQ6IL8CMASwBTgnmuqrqhyZupwXMfJ6Vnd6fYXae8DpHSXzcCgUT3AEQf3pbRgQZeZfDRJ1NHGKbhNRbVeR4krge0yVxauREHPyxQmcXRhQxrHTAboOiyQaR-SahhfXq_ry-fNSM7QjdfoyPXJO5wASUNlSwKly03tWcOYLDewWlTNXIHtxPAu0QqknGoN4VwoGlHcjjSnn7MV4QNnsbaY4R1ucXHO4SXjuncECra_7O-BGiuPUmFRe-th-CObRtQRoHX5efPprY1TQkJWpIKfVd9zakO_llqcmK2vZvJxAdxSi1Oh0UteDAMjYa6z58TPXMuofLDG3tEYmT6mhkQL4ANNJot1CJxJ3jrL7x_SnvrAon3TwZp61MG5zgrq39TaIp9gN-WNIN3B0Bt7tg8=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Egk1amvlP4eiUsoXAgS3G6iAffRmaP0nq7yoyiXxXUq9C6wIJFfhu6AeILLSXleA-disID-8jIzq9HuZ2DuaiElRSNsrS2KSaaE0SU_AF0TQK5GKmd7Ld10CiaiXtf0W5mIpal3LGpScURN-xfWc0eXecRAxlFNg3-Nfcaz6Kn757DbYfhenbZbyYxPZN46qDPLf-98cmnVavQAg0YcOZ8ho3kL51y_sNR2zeeYJUff2UxU7ecFYj-5n99WgluT9LlQ-kqm8oqafQhfCadtNnpearwBlQ4EiSMMx6TJUdCDBfhI11hf05dEySMYdQIzyoj00HHU-L3RO3ztRoN-IRxYziXqIDGbtwZOjvzNw0erYdN1BdbV1BQIzgI-mveRecDmGViz1jkoeaocbg5OyhRazuhmu-5u7F6ui4DKJA_nPMyxtuky4wYnK_WlhYxx4zahXoA_qkfhHPfxktBBeWVSirDPNy-2OXmY7_TWMvowVzfCXSh8MHqGuGz74fwue13d5N7sqVl72CCrvoOL6fJ0n9dYUDJBk4xI7yTk5jMsuyYu7EQoZvyGIhedv_alrRwDajFUd3gsAkjdWD9l2qyuKyT2JiVcn5dnscBDP0aPQNy7R-AaPmTlvEJOMqhCQO637swGKgc26H5QOez_02aSHq3tPQr7N7PPD0Zt7PghXKXgTpaSemmQVgGHrWYtqpj_gDc2lMdzXzNUzDQyjEE0mYKelsQrieM5jZvmhPDtxTZWphgjKuHaPg5a8BWpd3ejsfidg4ValUwz8c3nSk1Riyj2s8BgsLz9WPLbvTRGnMUwTj8bw97wvWrlRCBl8JMrG8NuntIU2XrhBIZ0Q9aR4T-LQn2Ew7fJxzibgvFuuZx_2j21mPgPK1PsERjWwi2zQ6MBjjmhvAFFqu0ns-eP4UBVLhwSThL2ZVil_jkeLCxQMjLbT_6PK9Anyupwx6Qvwid5AGmIli8ndw3x2liKqSg0XXxh_pWGV6igruT8fqD927SZenDQK8ba5aWagNi8-PlCOenTPH8p4ym6s9VsifjLXo6e5bF8LqXxF-H1MvKXCaAA3D-GQxjLQ1jHVIEO3xCzNrqOa9ZRDLRg2rofy2iR0UytSvc6cK3dEEnCSVQlzxkQ4xqkJZjtAd0jbypW3mkvI1Fin&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==


Skokie, CUMC Good News for the Week of March 5, 2023 Page -6- 

 

 

Personal Dignity Kits 
 

 

 

Midwest Mission is preparing to send disaster relief 
supplies through their partner, North Star Foundation. 
They need to prepare upwards of 20,000 Personal 
Dignity Kits so they have what is needed to send to 
Turkey, as well as Ukraine and the other countries 
where they consistently send help. 

  

What can you do?  

1. You can donate! Monetary donations allow them to quickly buy supplies in bulk, and buy what is 

being requested by Turkey. Donate here. 

2. You can also buy items for the Personal Dignity Kit from their Amazon shopping list and have it 

delivered to Midwest Mission. To see the list, click here. 

3. You can pray! Disaster Relief is both a marathon and a sprint. There are years of recovery to 

come in Turkey. Pray for the people who are in crisis, pray for the people who are responding, 

and pray for God’s hand in the process so that the people who are in need will receive life-saving 

supplies. 

 This is the first request for the first shipment - and there will be more. 

Learn more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo-a-Day Challenge 
 

 

 

Rethink Church is continuing its Lent Photo-A-Day prompts on social media. Each day, they present 

a scripture-inspired word for your consideration. 

Throughout the day, see how the word inspires you or shows up in your life, and share your 

thoughts by posting a picture. No explanation is needed in your post. After all, a picture is worth a 

thousand words. 

Tag them on your Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, or on Twitter with #rethinkchurch and/or 

#BeUMC.  

Click here for more information and the full list. 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Egk1amvlP4ei306rPJYVQrvRtXgW-fLzsbRehKM90f1tWD-cyn7d7DFWn5M5muMZc2s0335kI-Ar8OrdQgUmNiyBFRNbBkrbttp8LGHf9FYN5kNDRjtjXoTJxg0FcSw19fJIaDxsASe0w8LNQ7UgIaoMbf-8Xv4iCWOr53sa_cDkyfU_oNRUgLWfEbd_yHTlCJgv0rMsxJl_F5fcel92OpOzfoUyIO33HvSbRWG8PB_Nay5mEU-ohgzkUCmdVLBRkECSPzGs4F-Xn92Jyc6ERjBBaOSUB_ZVO3MdZrhCRwjIKb0uqL9NLnymLFRzE0YpNmogKsng2CyP10418AI87R0pJVdyFUm2RB2XajJArR3LCofNwWdDZcFx85IsR9mIX5n4X0B1c5EPQ_vnwPA2mO3Wyfa0UqV2KqdkKuI_62UbqaFMRdVwlTjPxk_rc3fQsi1r8TfG-UXiqsX2t87BFtil8Z39wWcmTzjLfXtQyJT--TvUrdFlBNdKRJKaPwRMxUShX6jWHGo-A7iQYnZcXhgLHJars_MoVoPo_c-fkwsj506ADz0X5ICRYFEGSvxb852q4nzy2C4beUpTmnSIaV5PzdJlP9HJNPNVtzoM2lSqk3_W2jKJjH3tLdkpYMc6vGaH06da-NF2MWqcN15bjRv5zhGcbeuQ9oULzyVlkUnq5jf_9hl-2egsIwYoFi95OUPB8lEqHOFC8IcRqnencNb7tFvuCpIrlvlaMsWa_sRSxCWaDIsUPRrvbYF3q9Hc2wTgRlXyNXOCMC2pWxK68xZ9vWsquVo_QILp6JI3Txe3pijhJoq3Pe-EUAy2zA8kc7K48EAb1csorD71qbGbmOozpQH_BMRczZJ9DJnECq4DVT7-Od4tBJRG7BsYJ4AjZ_OWyig2M9k6tlHdZipVE8AzKJcZdosItP0waitbAmBHPM5Ejbkm71Z8x3AM1KDKR7Afrome0j5C-pckqY2o4SSxIdgpTzgfeg3eFm2bSWAaIU-3cHuntCvFZ8bq8PkUb5-PKDZkCIR3yV7dQySpgVxIsU3mMjDZ92QHwuBQAdKEb3q93K7D3cZ5zRxOX5pSdYpT3z2xAPx5&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==


Skokie, CUMC Good News for the Week of March 5, 2023 Page -7- 

 

 

Upper Room 
 

 

 

 

 

The Upper Room Devotional for March/April is available in the 

Narthex and the office. 

 

 

Mini Food Pantry 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who brought food for our Mini Food Pantry. The 
Pantry needs filling every day, especially in the cold, snowy weather. 
Please bring something on Sunday - even a couple of cans would be 
gratefully accepted. 

Please do not bring any containers - empty jars, etc. 

Below is a list of suggested items - because the Mini Food Pantry is 

outside, it’s important to only contribute non-perishable items, such as: 

• Canned goods with ring-pulls 
• Hygiene products: toothpaste/toothbrush, deodorant, soap, 

menstrual products, etc. 
• Tuna and crackers 
• Spices; salt and pepper 
• Cooking oil 
• Sugar 

• Tea and coffee 
• Peanut Butter 
• Kids' snacks 
• Dish Soap 
• Stove-top Stuffing 
• Non-perishable foods 
• Bottled water 

Thank you for your support in helping others less fortunate. 

If you have questions or suggestions, please email the church office at 

centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7EiiRUlE09Vk0GB9LTGHYMzPjZZC1-3IeIi22u8V5fuNbLXChRhRhDfE4tbdTq7c2slKzdyOETvSJOiDGF1DpCd8xK_2E-KBJ1JOp8_UMh8-RsprnUmhHTpZjcQfJ3I6hPdgLegrg_Hb0pWgTooHXEG3AvWu9dA1kisqXvLe0-zRcB56-tEw75wo=&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
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Donate 
 

 

 

We appreciate all the financial support that has been received to support the 
church and missions. You can now give your financial support to Central in 
many ways.   

 CASH and CHECKS– Cash and check donations can be placed in the 

offering box at our church services. Checks can be mailed to the church.  

VENMO – Using the VENMO app, pay by credit card. Enter Central Church’s 

Venmo  email: centralchurchgiving@gmail.com.  

  

ONE TIME DONATIONS OR SET UP RECURRING DONATIONS BY CREDIT CARD OR BANK 

TRANSFER USING THESE OPTIONS:  

 ONLINE GIVING – go to https://onrealm.org/skokiecentralumc/give/now&nbsp; 

or use the QR Code. 

TEXT TO GIVE – Using our secure online giving platform, TEXT to 73256 and send the message 

GIVECHURCH. A response will appear with a link to our online giving web page.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Central United Methodist Church 

Rev. Timothy Biel Jr., Pastor 
Rev. Adrienne Stricker, Deacon 

 

8237 Kenton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 60076 

 
Church Email: 

 centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org 
 

Church Phone: 
(847) 673-1311 

 

Send Us An Email 

 

 

  

 

 

ps://www.skokiecentralumc.or 

Central United Methodist Church   8237 Kenton Ave.,   Skokie, IL   60076 

 

mailto:centralchurchgiving@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7EiE8j7m3gNBy7ycqzrcrzGSRzWgQHsIj_a0gKM026ju-0DFArvqpP1AFagnPSeRfMcVC3Y8QiNNvW2BZLJ44aAMOxCHQSy-vVh21jfnIERJyNjCDeUc1ajgHjYGs9OiocA==&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7EiE8j7m3gNBy7ycqzrcrzGSRzWgQHsIj_a0gKM026ju-0DFArvqpP1AFagnPSeRfMcVC3Y8QiNNvW2BZLJ44aAMOxCHQSy-vVh21jfnIERJyNjCDeUc1ajgHjYGs9OiocA==&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lbb7_ZvbPwPlH9TzOJIDZFNgJ50xAXVes7N-ppT2rPsdOVg1R9n7Ehcegr4ydvVMVwMAKUoaX1kp0a-u9F151f7ZJ4jPYpwT-oSzINT6htl3_trs9SjJWe167FJemGbeOEw6qcCoQP1OzMhn833ypw==&c=UDESOjnqHrHDJBu0PdjzU1WtRuTfH3M8V4CC1pliZvFf1Qc9AmQdnA==&ch=3G7a-ALwfIv4rA0y8Xupt4qB9J7KDHLGHuRw9XaRASPO1wCnO34sZA==
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
mailto:CENTRALCHURCH@SKOKIECENTRALUMC.ORG
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