Central United
Methodist Church

May 24, 2026
Pentecost Sunday

Lectionary readings for
Pentecost Sunday
May 24, 2026

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Acts 2:1-21

John 7:37-39
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This is Pentecost Sunday. The story of people who speak a diversity of languages,
all hearing the good news in their own tongue, continues to give me hope. When
I began a three-week retreat in which I would be the only native English speaker,
one of the leaders assured me that we would connect with the language of our
hearts. Although he spoke no English, he was right. Our hearts, indeed,
understood one another.

The Spirit speaks in a dialect our hearts understand, as well.

Perhaps nature speaks to your heart. This Summer, you have an additional
worship option at 9:15a.m., outdoors. It’s a Bring Your Own Lawnchair style
worship that will gather at the North end of our campus between the parking lot
and Education Building. I look forward to worshiping with those of you for
whom the outdoors is a love language.

In response to damage done to the church building by high winds in March,
God’s Spirit has also blown through the hearts of our amazing Trustees. Spirit
stirred up their competence and care for these hallowed grounds. Expect to see
repairs to the Sanctuary roof taking place soon. We have the resources from the
sale of the Elston Building in 2020 to make these repairs. However, giving to our
general fund is well below average. If your financial situation is such that you
could offer up extra support for Central Church this is a fine time to respond.

The QR Code to give electronically is located below.

Thank you to those of you who understand the language of generosity.
Thank you for speaking words of freedom and unity.

Finally, I've included a letter on behalf of the Niles Township Clergy Forum in
response to this week’s violence perpetrated on the Islamic Center of San Diego.
Together, we pray to rise up in love and mutual care. The attack on the masjid in
San Diego is an attack on us all. We all deserve to be safe in our sacred spaces.
There is no place in our faith communities for extremism. For the church, we
must rise above the sin-sickness of Christian Nationalism that blesses
redemptive violence.

Trust Jesus’ Blessing and the language of the Holy Spirit speaking to your heart,

Pastor Biel
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Let's come to worship God outdoors!
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Northside Of Education Buliding
Bring Your Own Chairs!

Central United Methodist Church
8237 Kenton Ave, Skokie, IL 60076

Worship Service

Join us this Sunday at 10:30 am in the Sanctuary for our in-person service.

We celebrate the Lord's communion every Sunday and we invite all to take
part regardless of membership.

The worship service is available on Zoom at 10:30 am. Please email or
click this link: centralchurch@skokiecentralumec.org

to request the Zoom Link information.
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I
Bible Study

Join us for Bible Study from 9 am to 9:45
am - Sunday morning via Zoom.

If you would like to be on the Zoom list for
the Bible Study Class, please email the
church office:

Donate

We appreciate all the financial support that has been
received to support the church and missions. You can now
give your financial support to Central in many ways.

CASH and CHECKS- Cash and check donations can be
placed in the offering box at our church services. Checks can
be mailed to the church.

VENMO - Using the VENMO app, pay by credit card. Enter Central Church’s
Venmo email: centralchurchgiving@gmail.com.

ONE TIME DONATIONS OR SET UP RECURRING DONATIONS BY
CREDIT CARD OR BANK TRANSFER USING THESE OPTIONS:

ONLINE GIVING - go
to https://onrealm.org/skokiecentralumec/give/now ;
or use the QR Code.

TEXT TO GIVE — Using our secure online giving platform, TEXT to 73256 and
send the message GIVECHURCH. A response will appear with a link to our
online giving web page.

Skokie, CUMC Good News for the Week of May 24, 2026 Page -4-
WEBSITE: Skokie, Central United Methodist Church EMAIL:
skokiecentralumc.org 8237 Kenton Ave Skokie, IL 60076 centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org



https://www.skokiecentralumc.org/
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
mailto:centralchurchgiving@gmail.com
https://isuye8hab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EtG_yzbNQmb5XKZdPDorKuhPkihCqGCY49ohKhWBMGlYomzKYlIcVuUVeL0UCEUv_TcrSxe-b9hIC9C9MN84UO2FbBc9f2EzqHzNsezXUWCaCGnlTlDh_xVLKUhEavQ_xJimcJQ43zZo5YdDs7IScNFf459Suh4T3WiTE6E_-ORF8SnyxCXyNg==&c=AGfU3ItuEA8srWpuw0gVZWcb_B6e1XfZfiWtSVWWFF0g4m_ucaL-Fw==&ch=ZihcpsAYwi0UpoMX-bj0acrxW8pvcvfqGoyoaJvr2vjxodQ73_zNXA==

Altar Flowers

The altar flowers are provided by Erica Panton in
dedication to Mrs. Myrna Panton.

Join us after the church service for
fellowship provided by the Tai-Chi
Group.

The following allergies and dietary
restrictions within our congregation are
known of: corn, dairy, gluten, meat
and onions.

Looking Ahead

Readers, Flowers & Fellowship, Oh My!
We are always looking for Volunteers.
Please sign up, TODAY!

May 24

Reader: David O
Flowers: Erica Panton
Fellowship: Tai-Chi

May 31

Reader: Pam
Flowers: Pam
Fellowship: POT LUCK
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June 7

Reader: Mary
Flowers:

Fellowship: De Ocampo Family

June 14

Reader:

Flowers:

Fellowship: Tina +

June 21
Reader: Ruth D.
Flowers: Pam

Fellowship:

June 28

Reader: Katy Washington.
Flowers: Mae

Fellowship: POT LUCK

Upcoming Events

Graduation Sunday
May 31,2026 | 10:30 AM Service

Father's Day Sunday
June 21,2026 | 10:30 AM Service

Picnic at Central
July 18,2026 | 10 AM -1 PM
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I
United Women Of Faith
Assembly 2026
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This year’s United Women in Faith
Assembly 2026! had more than 3,000
ladies attending from around the world!
3,000 ladies in praise of Jesus’ love for
all people (and yourself!), in praise of
God’s grace for all people (and yourself!),
and ready to listen to testimonies on how
grace can work for YOU!, how to give
grace to OTHERS!, a history lesson, and
rest for your soul.

Locally, 118 attendees from the Northern
Illinois Conference (NIC) were there in
Indianapolis. Our conference had one of
the largest turn outs! Mary Wadleigh and
I attended and we were both inspired by
witnessing God’s Grace, Testimony, and
Faith by all the ladies.

Mary and I listened to some great speakers from around the country. On
Saturday night, May 16th, we heard Elizabeth Eckford, one of the “Little Rock
Nine” 15 year olds who first desegregated the Little Rock High School in
Arkansas. Ms. Eckford carefully does not call this integration because this was
the bare minimum to allow education for nonwhite students only between the
opening and closing bells. No extracurricular activities were allowed for these
nine resident students.

Other inspired speakers included:

Bishop, Tracy S. Malone

General Secretary and CEO, Sally Vonner

President of UWF, Jana Jones

Mother and daughter, Rev. Carolyn Abrams and Stacey Abrams
Music Leader, Chanda Rule

“Little Rock Nine”, Elizabeth Eckford

Theologian in Residence, Stephanie York Arnold

We had a great time meeting other ladies, sharing, and listening to ideas from
others. God’s Holy Spirit was with us each day. Music, dance, and purpose filled
our hearts. Mary and I will give a summary of our experience on Sunday.

-Kathy Tiffin
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Annual Conference

187th Northern lllinois

/D f 3ﬂf/b/77g Annual Conference

Sunday, June 14 -

Tuesday, June 16, 2026
Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
1551 N. Thoreau Dr., Schaumburg Il

Registration begins on April 1, at 10 a.m.

e April 1-30: $160
e May 1-22: $175

Note: There will be NO on-site registration

Mission U 2026

Missionu 2026

Summer Mission u
Join the United Women in Faith of the Northern Illinois Conference this

summer for inspiring teaching events open to all:

e July 10-12 — Weekend teaching at Stronghold Camp, Conference and
Retreat Center, 1922 IL RT 2 North, Oregon
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July 19 — Korean One-Day teaching at Woori UMC, 2403 Diehl Rd.,
Naperville

Aug. 8 - One-Day teaching Euclid Avenue UMC, 405 S. Euclid Ave., Oak
Park, IL 60302

Invite friends, family and neighbors. All Are Welcome!
Hosted by the United Women in Faith of the Northern Illinois Conference

to learn more click here.

CI In July

CHRISTMAS
INSTITUTE

Organized by the
l n “ NIC Filipino American
United Methodists

CHRISTIAN RETREAT FOR YOUTH AGES 12 T[l 25
Theme: Safe in God’s Arms, Together in God’s Heart

Sun.,lulv 19 to Tues.,july 21

Camp Sullivan, Oak Forest, IL
Ss 0 p e I‘ p e I'SO n covers lodging, meals, and activities

Registration is first-come, first-served until July 10.
This event is open to youth ages 12 to 25 across our conference and beyond.
While it is organized by the Filipino American group, all youth are welcome to attend regardless of background.

Questions?
General: Gigi Mencias

708-769-2238, gigivmencias@gmail.com ANYA° (1 m:‘; W:m
Registration: Marie Esguerra t"ﬂnnhem Illinois Conference ¥ vooRe EoEs
719-361-9462 (text ony) OF THE UNTED NETHODST CHUR N EOH

Register and find out more:
umenic.org/calendar/youth-christmas-institute-2026

“He will cover you with his wings; you will be safe in his care; his faithfulness will protect and defend you." - Psalm 91:4

Sponsored by:
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Morning Tai-Chi Class

Weekly on Tuesday
Log Cabin- 9 AM

Interested in learning Tai-Chi? Join our free
class in the Log Cabin, Tuesday
mornings, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Classes
are taught by certified instructors, Jas and Jo
Faber. This slow, meditative exercise is
designed to improve energy, relaxation,
balance and overall health.

To join our Tai- Chi online click here.

Practice Tai Chi from your chair with this gentle 10-minute seated Tai Chi
practice for balance and alignment. Relax the body through gentle movements -
Tai Chi is a moving meditation. Guided by instructor Arlene Faulk, who shares:
"Doing this chair tai chi practice every day for a year launched me on the road to
walking again and good health.”

To try chair Tai-Chi - click here - Arlene Faulk

If you're interested, please email the church office
at: centralchurch@skokiecentralumec.org

Central Caring Crafters

3rd Thursday of the month
Next meeting is June 18.

10 AM Ed Bldg. Room 7

If you crochet, quilt, sew and have a heart for other crafts,
gather with us to work, to learn how, or just come for the
fellowship! Bring a bag lunch and stay for lunch and a treat.
We hope to see you there!

If you're interested, please email the church office
at: centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
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Tuesday Morning Meditation

Weekly on Tuesday
Log Cabin or Online
10:30 AM CDT

Join us as we gather to practice Lectio
Divina on the weekly lectionary readings.

Lectio Divina is a contemplative

practice with its Christian roots in the

Benedictine tradition. It combines slow,
conscious reading of a biblical or sacred text with contemplation and silent
prayer. It is meant to promote communication with God and a deeper knowledge
of Christ, in our lives today.

During Lectio Divina we put aside thoughts of studying the text. This is not the
time to consider the historical or theological meanings of what we are reading.
We read with a willingness to enter into text in a felt sense. The purpose of this
practice is to hear, in silence, the word of God, in this moment. What, through
this reading, is God saying to me right now? What do I hear that helps me know
what it means to walk the Christ path today?

Lectio Divina has traditionally been a communal practice; that is, one shared
when in a group but it can be done when alone.

If you're interested, please email the church office
at:

centralchurch@skokiecentralumec.org

Skokie, CUMC Good News for the Week of May 24, 2026 Page -12-
WEBSITE: Skokie, Central United Methodist Church EMAIL:
skokiecentralumc.org 8237 Kenton Ave Skokie, IL 60076 centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org



https://www.skokiecentralumc.org/
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
mailto:centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org

Mini Food Pantry

Thank you to everyone who brings food for our Mini
Food Pantry. The Pantry needs filling every day. Please
bring something on Sunday - even a couple of cans
would be gratefully accepted.

Please do not bring any containers - empty jars, etc.

Below is a list of suggested items - because the Mini
Food Pantry is outside, it’s important to only
contribute non-perishable items, such as:

Canned goods with ring-pulls

Hygiene products: toothpaste/toothbrush,
deodorant, soap, menstrual products, etc.
Tuna and crackers

Spices; salt and pepper

Cooking oil

Sugar

Tea and coffee

Peanut Butter

Kids' snacks

Dish Soap

Stove-top Stuffing

Non-perishable foods

Bottled water

Thank you for your support in helping others less fortunate.
If you have questions or suggestions, please email the church office at

centralchurch@skokiecentralumc.org
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Prayer of the Week

"Lord, take me where You want me to go;

Let

me meet who You want me to meet;

Tell me what You want me to say;
And keep me out of your way."

-Father Mychal Judge

*Father Mychal Judge became the first recorded victim of 9/11 (listed as Victim 0001). His
ministry was deeply defined by his humility, courage, and love for firefighters, first responders,

and

marginalized communities
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